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Modern ldeals and Muslim Identity:
Harmony or Contradiction? A Text Linguistic Analysis of
Gulen’s Teachings and Movement

by Gurkan Celik, Katie Kirk, Yusuf Alan

At the global level there is an urgent need and increasing attention for a new sense of
Muslim identity in harmony with modern realities. Fethullah Giilen, an educational-
ist, a religious guide and a peace maker, is one of the most persuasive and influential
Turkish-Muslim voices in the contemporary world putting strong emphasis on peace-
ful coexistence and the synthesis of faith and reason in Western democracies through
spirituality, religious diversity, dialogue and educational initiatives. This paper prima-
rily examines how and to what extent Gtilen’s teachings and the world-wide volunteer
movement inspired by him are contributing to the dynamic and cheerful coexistence of
Muslims and non-Muslims. In order to explore and analyse this coexistence, the seven
text linguistic principles (cohesion, coherence, intentionality, acceptability, informativ-
ity, situationality and intertextuality) are applied to Giilen’s teachings and his move-
ment as an empirical case. Secondarily, these text linguistic standards are modelled to
social sciences as a new theoretical and methodological approach for exploring and
analysing social movements and phenomena. The originality of this study is specified
as the correlations between a movement and a text, and the processes of cognition,
production and reproduction of knowledge and its dissemination and transition in the
Muslim world, multicultural societies and liberal democracies. This research’s practi-
cal relevance lies in the fact that it helps understand how the Giilen movement has been
formed and accomplished, both nationally and internationally. Metaphorically, in this
paper Fethullah Giilen has been considered as the writer; by-him-inspired movement
refers to the text; and the readers are the transnational community and the whole hu-
manity.
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