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Funding Gülen-inspired Good Works: Demonstrating and 
Generating Commitment to the Movement

by Helen Rose Ebaugh, Dogan Koc

The projects sponsored by the Gülen-inspired movement are numerous, international 
and costly in terms of human and financial capital. Critics of the movement often ques-
tion the financing of these initiatives – with some convinced of collusion with Middle 
Eastern governments, others (within Turkey) suspicious that Western governments are 
financially backing the projects.  Aware of these criticisms, in a recent comment to a 
group of visiting followers, Fethullah Gülen indicated greater financial transparency 
must become a priority for the movement.   
This paper addresses the financing of Gülen-inspired projects, based on interviews with 
business leaders in Turkey, as well as local businessmen throughout Turkey who con-
stitute the financial infrastructure of the movement. In addition, the paper presents data 
from one local Gülen movement organisation in Houston, Texas, that collects thou-
sands of dollars annually from local members, mostly students on small educational 
stipends.  
The paper is framed sociologically in terms of organisational theories of commitment.  
Beginning with Kanter (1972;1977) and including subsequent major figures in the or-
ganisational field (e.g. Reichers 1985; Meyer and Allen 1991; Hall 2002; Scott 2003), 
scholars have demonstrated a positive correlation between sacrifices asked of members 
and degree of commitment to the goals of the organisation.  Using this perspective, the 
paper argues that the financial contributions made by members in the Gülen movement 
both demonstrate commitment to the ideals espoused by Fethullah Gülen and generate 
commitment to the movement. The paper presents empirical evidence, based on inter-
views with financial supporters both in Turkey and the U.S., of how financial resources 
are generated, the initiatives being supported and the impact of financial giving on the 
commitment of supporters. 
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