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Gulen and Sources in
Islam for Interfaith Dialogue

by Alan Godlas

The central argument of this paper is that although Giilen is clearly an original thinker
about interfaith dialogue, his writings on this subject are nonetheless rooted in the
Qur’an and Sunnah, and in the thought of prominent Turkish-Muslim writers such as
Ahmet Yesevi, Jalaluddin Rumi, Yunus Emre, Niyazi Misri, and Beditizzaman Said
Nursi. This combination of original thought that nevertheless relies on fundamental
Islamic principles and sources is crucial to the Islamic process of ‘creative renewal’
(tajdid). One original contribution of Giilen’s to Islamic thought on interfaith dialogue
is his formulation of the four-fold principles of interfaith dialogue in Islam: love,
compassion, tolerance, and forgiveness, which he supplements by his urging of ‘self-
reform’ (Giilen: ‘The Necessity of Interfaith Dialogue: A Muslim Perspective’).

This paper (1) surveys Giilen’s writings available in English (focusing on Toward

a Global Civilization of Love and Tolerance, An Analysis of the Prophets Life, the
article mentioned above, and some secondary materials, notably Unal and Williams,
Advocate of Dialogue) and locates Giilen’s direct sources for dialogue in Islam in the
Qur’an, Sunnah, and in the Turkish-Muslim writers mentioned. Then (2) it marshals
additional quotations from the Qur’an, hadith, and the Turkish-Muslim writers as
further evidence for Giilen’s contentions. The paper (3) adopts Giilen’s four principles
plus ‘self-reform’ as a method of organisation. And (4) it explains the relationship of
his sources to Giilen’s own philosophy of Islamic interfaith dialogue to support the
claim that Giilen is participating in the Islamic tradition of fajdid in the area of inter-
faith dialogue.
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