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A Bridge to Inter-Religious Co-operation:
the Gülen–Jesuit Educational Nexus

by Michael David Graskemper

The Gülen movement’s educational mission is, at its core and in its praxis, remark-
ably similar to the centuries-old Jesuit educational tradition. It can be argued that both 
educational movements are united in a shared mission today –a deep concern for the 
spiritual freedom of the individual and a commitment to the betterment of the world. 
Both movements seek to instil values such as honesty, dedication, compassion and 
tolerance. To achieve this goal, students are offered a narrative of the past as a founda-
tion on which to build an understanding of the modern world. Furthermore, they are 
educated holistically – in ethics and social justice as well as the sciences – what Gülen 
calls a ‘marriage of mind and heart’. 
This paper focuses on four shared values of education: commitment, responsibility, 
virtue and service. Within this framework, themes found in the Gülen educational 
movement, such as the Golden Generation and the concept of hizmet, are compared 
to similar Jesuit notions such as A.M.D.G., cura personalis, and ‘Men and Women for 
Others’. Differences and nuances are also addressed in the paper. The discussion aims 
to highlight the importance of values-oriented education in the modern world. The 
Gülen–Jesuit educational nexus is one positive bridge to inter-religious understanding 
and, importantly, collaborative action. 
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