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Countering extremist ideology may be a problem primarily for the Muslim world, but 
it has major implications for, and so the interest of, the wider world. Although it might 
seem that it is the strident militant voices that are gaining ground in the Muslim world, 
there are also strong voices from within Islam seeking to proclaim the Muslim priority 
for peaceful and harmonious relations with the wider world, including with religious 
neighbours. Such a voice is that of Fethullah Gülen. 
This paper seeks to understand the prospects and appropriate contexts for dialogue: 
what enables, and what hinders, good interfaith relations? The paper addresses the is-
sue of Islamic paradigms for inter-religious relations and dialogue, then analyses and 
critically discusses the views of Fethullah Gülen. The intention is to identify a perspec-
tive that will encourage future inter-religious dialogue and enhance the relations of Is-
lam to other faiths, a perspective indicative of transitions within the Muslim world and 
one that gives cause to be hopeful for the recovery of the true way of peace.
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